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fatigue, weary and thirsty, the young prince drank freely of a fountain by the wayside and threw himself on the grass in utter exhaustion. Overheated by the chase, he took a chill, which was followed by fever, and. notwithstanding the devoted care and love of his wife, Philibert died on September 10, 1504, in the room where he was born at Pont d'Ain. His reign had lasted but seven years, and his happy married life barely three. The story of his last fatal hunting expedition, and of his lamented death, is told in quaint allegorical fashion by Jehan le Maire, who dwells upon the devotion of the Princess Marguerite, her vows and prayers for her husband's life, and, finally, of her utter desolation.
After she had outlived the first crushing agony of loss, the young widow set herself to carry out the vow of Marguerite de Bourbon, by building the splendid memorial church at Brou, a work which was continued for twenty-five years, at immense cost, with the help of all the most famous architects and sculptors in Europe. But she was not destined long to watch it rising in beauty from the ground, for after the death of her brother Philippe, she was summoned back to her native land, to govern as Kegent for her infant nephew Charles, and to undertake the care of her orphaned nieces.
Maximilian had no desire to live amongst the turbulent burghers who had always defied his authority, and he chose this solution of the difficulty. The selection of his daughter was fully justified, as we shall see in the long years that follow, by her higbminded and trustworthy statesmanship as well  lie          through
